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I agree with your editorial position that, during the current crisis facing Canadian citizens who happen to be in Lebanon, Canada should not make any distinction based on factors such as whether these individuals hold dual citizenship or have resided in Lebanon for many years (In the rescue, Canadians are Canadians, Full Stop – July 22). In fact, I would support accepting non-Canadians who want to flee Lebanon as refugees, in accordance with our long-standing tradition of doing what we can to alleviate human suffering wherever it takes place.

Given the current situation, this is not the best time to debate Canadian policy on dual citizenship. But, since you raised it, a response is in order. You say that "we shouldn't ask people to renounce their other citizenship when they become Canadians". Renouncing all other citizenships should be the first requirement for acquiring Canadian citizenship.

I understand very well the attachment that many immigrants have to their native country. As an immigrant, I feel a strong attachment to my native Italy. No one should be denied the opportunity of maintaining ties with their country of origin.

But citizenship is a different matter. It implies a sense of loyalty, and while it does confer a number of benefits, it also includes (or ought to) acceptance of responsibilities to become involved in Canadian life, including Canadian political processes. In this sense, dual citizenship is an oxymoron. You are either Canadian or not. There should be no ambiguity on this issue.

Tony Manera

