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I was disappointed to learn that former Liberal cabinet ministers Joe Volpe and Alfonso Gagliano feel that some of their problems are due to prejudice against persons of Italian origin. Such views are not backed by any hard evidence, and strike me as an unwillingness to consider other explanations for whatever predicaments they find themselves in.

As a Canadian who also emigrated from Italy, I suppose it is possible that, at some point, I may have been denied a promotion or inclusion in some social group because of my non-Canadian origins.  But if this indeed happened, it never occurred to me to pursue it or complain about it. I always felt that if some people were not prepared to judge me on my merits, I wouldn't want to belong to their group or work for them.  And there were always so many other people who obviously were interested in what I had to offer and provided me with encouragement, support and guidance.  So, if I didn't get a particular job that I wanted, it was their loss, not mine.

People who think like Mr. Volpe and Mr. Gagliano neglect the fact that, as immigrants to Canada, we have tremendous advantages over native Canadians.  First of all, the very act of emigration demonstrates initiative, willingness to face the unknown, and an ability to adapt to a different culture, while retaining one's native language, culture and traditions, which a great country like Canada allows us to do.  We also have the opportunity to learn one or two new languages, something that many native Canadians are unable or unwilling to do. We are a tough bunch of people and should be grateful that we live in a country that has given us such tremendous opportunities.
Tony Manera

