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CBC journalism is subject to rigorous policies to ensure it is both fair and balanced. Do lapses occur? Of course, human beings will make mistakes. The important point is that there is a process that allows any aggrieved party to register a complaint, and have it heard by the CBC ombudsman, who is independent of the journalistic hierarchy. 

Ill-advised as the current attack on the CBC by the Conservative Party is, the idea that the CBC is acting as some sort of ally of the Liberal Party is laughable (A Land Of Bias From Sea To Shining Sea – April 29). If this were true, one must believe that the Liberal Party would shower the CBC with praise and lots of additional money. The reality is quite different. Over the past 25 years or so, the biggest and most damaging budget cuts to CBC/Radio Canada have been imposed by the Liberals. 

Jean Chrétien’s government proposed measures (Bill C-44) that would have given the cabinet the power to fire the CBC board and president, without cause. This would have eroded the CBC’s independence. It was only after this measure was condemned by several former CBC presidents that it was withdrawn. 

Canada needs a public broadcaster that is able to carry out its journalistic responsibilities without having to worry about pleasing the government of the day. This is guaranteed in law, but it must also be evident in practice. 
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