2010 May 18, 2010 – CBC SHOULD NOT HAVE A POLITICAL AGENDA

Globe and Mail.

Professor Behiels' thoughtful letter about the CBC, following John Doyle's excellent column on the same subject, makes a number of good points regarding the value to all Canadians of our national public broadcaster. This has been confirmed by every Royal Commission and Parliamentary Committee that has studied, at one time or another, the mandate of the CBC.

 

Unfortunately, he tends to be selective in his criticism of the Conservative party, neglecting to point out the serious damage visited upon our beleaguered CBC by the predecessor Liberal government. In reality, Conservative governments hate the CBC because they think it is a left wing biased organization. The Liberals hate the CBC because they believe that its French language arm is pro-separatist. Neither proposition is valid, although one can always find  isolated examples in support of either viewpoint. Perhaps being hated by both major federal political parties, albeit for different reasons, lends more credibility to the CBC!

 

A much more serious flaw in Professor Behiels' letter, however, is his apparent view that Radio Canada has a role to play in opposing Quebec's secessionist movement. To invest the CBC with such an expectation would transform it into an organization with a political agenda, which is the antithesis of public broadcasting.  The Broadcasting Act was, in fact, amended in 1991 by removing the requirement that the CBC should "contribute to the development of national unity", on the grounds that the CBC should not be used as a political propaganda tool. The 1991 Act calls instead for the CBC to "contribute to shared national consciousness and identity". a mandate that can and should be pursued without any bias in favour, or against, any particular political objective. 

Tony Manera
