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Robert Sibley offers ``anecdotal and empirical evidence``, bolstered by ``speculation that engineers possess a mindset that makes them amenable to totalitarian politics``, to suggest that there exists a link between engineering and terrorism. His jump from simple correlation to a cause-effect relationship is one of the most common forms of sophistry   to which the public is often subjected.  

Sibley goes on to quote a ``philosopher`` who argues that technical training without the critical thinking offered by the humanities fosters a culture where people blindly follow tradition and authority. 

To believe that the humanities, which I value very highly, have a monopoly on ``critical thinking ``, is the ultimate conceit. Critical thinking is a spirit of pursuit, not a subject matter.

My own engineering education had a 25% compulsory content in subjects other than engineering. These included philosophy, history, literature, law, economics, politics, etc. These subjects broadened my perspective and were quite useful in my later career. I wonder how many humanities programs include compulsory completion of some subject matter in physics, mathematics or other sciences,  to ensure the broadest possible development of ``critical thinking`` capacity.

Engineers are trained to solve problems using scientific knowledge.  Their work is evidence based, the antithesis of ideological or totalitarian mindsets. Public policy can only be enhanced by the contribution of engineers.
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