2010 JUNE 2 - LURE BACK CANUCKS

Ottawa Citizen

Your editorial drawing attention to Canada's problematic demographic trend dismisses too quickly the positive contribution that immigration could make. Your position may be valid for current levels of immigration (250,000 per year). But Canada has demonstrated the capacity to absorb much higher numbers of immigrants. In 1913, for example, over 400,000 immigrants were welcomed to Canada, whose population was then slightly greater than 7 million. Today, Canada's population is about 34 million, which means that we could absorb close to 2 million immigrants per year if the 1913 experience were repeated. 

 

While I am not advocating increasing the number of immigrants to 2 million, there is merit in considering much higher levels of immigration than we currently allow. Provided the new immigrants have the mix of skills required by our economy, and fall within an appropriate age category, immigration can be a very effective tool for managing our demographic challenges.

 

We should not under-estimate our capacity to attract highly skilled immigrants. Canada has much to offer them. We have weathered the financial hurricane of the past two years much better than most other industrialized countries. Our crime rate is relatively low and we are the second largest nation on earth. A good place to start would be the US, where millions of Canadians now live and could be lured back to Canada.

Tony Manera

 

