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Globe and Mail 
Jeffrey Simpson states that “Quebec for the past six elections has chosen to marginalize itself from Canadian politics by electing the Bloc Québécois MPs in the majority” (The Fine Line Between Ontario, Quebec And Representation – April 7). While it is true that, in the 2008 federal election, the Bloc won 65 per cent of Quebec seats, it did so with only 38.1 per cent of the votes cast. The Conservatives won 13 per cent of the seats, with 21.7 per cent of the votes. The Liberals won 19 per cent of the seats, with 23.7 per cent of the votes, and the NDP just one seat with 12.1 per cent of the votes. 

The disproportionate number of seats won by the Bloc is a direct consequence of vote-splitting by the federalist parties. It is definitely not a deliberate choice by Quebec voters to give the Bloc a majority of seats. 
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