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Re: The Newcomers Numbers Game (July 20): I respectfully disagree with Minister Jason Kenney when he says that we do not have the resources to integrate a million new immigrants a year. 
Almost a century ago, in 1913, Canada admitted 400,000 immigrants. At the time, Canada’s population was around seven million. Today, we have almost five times the population, and we can’t absorb more than 250,000 immigrants? 
Granted, Canada’s 1913 economy was much more labour intensive; a 21st century immigration policy needs to be tailored to the knowledge-based economy of the future. 
But the means available for integrating new arrivals have grown exponentially. Radio, television, newspapers, magazines, the Internet, all provide vastly superior access to information and various programs that assist immigrants in adapting. 
We also have the technological know how to build living, working and transportation systems that are much more energy efficient and environmentally responsible. 
I say, let’s think big. Let us imagine 100 million Canadians celebrating our bicentennial in 2167. 
Tony Manera 


