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The recently released study commissioned by the CBC showing that substantial economic benefits flow from its taxpayer subsidy has generated a number of predictable reactions. Some have argued that an equal expenditure in other areas might produce an even greater economic return.
It would be a mistake if the case for Canadian public broadcasting were to rest exclusively on the economic benefits of its tax funded appropriation. Not  everything of value can, or should be, evaluated exclusively on the basis of its financial returns.
Funding support of culture is the foundation of great civilizations, and that cultural development cannot be left entirely to market forces. As Max Frankel, former executive director of the New York Times put it, “without government subsidy and tax supported philanthropy, there would be no great universities, no great libraries, no great museums, no grand opera or basic science.
If economic returns were the only consideration, Canada would never have been built, because the forces that propel economic activity act in a north-south direction.
Instead, Canada is a country invented by people of vision who could see beyond the balance sheet and who forged a compact based on compromise, creating a balance among the many linguistic, regional, economic, and geographic tensions that mitigated against the development of a cohesive political entity.
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