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Janice Kennedy’s lament offers an unduly pessimistic portrait of Canadian federalism. While it is possible, as she has done, to select specific examples to demonstrate that “the centre is losing its grip”, it is also possible to select other examples that point to a significant centralization of power in the prime minister’s office, as other pundits have done.
The reality is somewhere in between. Canadian federalism has always worked through a pragmatic set of compromises, based on the rule of law. The presence of Quebec separatists in Parliament is a direct consequence of the democratic process.
Without suggesting that we live in some kind of utopia, I invite Kennedy to tell us what country has been more successful than Canada in achieving a high level of prosperity while peacefully accommodating a population with such diverse linguistic, ethnic and cultural roots.
As I look around the rest of the world, I feel very lucky indeed to be Canadian.
Tony Manera
