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GLOBE AND MAIL

There is nothing wrong with a revenue-neutral carbon tax to encourage conservation and a shift from carbon-intensive to cleaner energy sources. The scale of the problem, however, is simply too large, on a planetary scale, for such a measure to have anything but a symbolic impact. That is Reality 101.

We need to find a way to burn fossil fuels with dramatically lower greenhouse gas emissions, or to store intermittent clean energy on a very large scale, as we already do for hydro. Substantial investment in research is necessary, however, to learn how to store wind and solar energy, which are clean, plentiful and practically free. Governments have a role to play in spearheading such investments, as market forces alone can’t do it.
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