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Andrew Coyne is wrong when he suggests that the CBC is “in the same sinking boat” as all other broadcasters.”  All broadcasters are in troubled waters, but they are not in the same boat.

The CBC “boat” is a public service, funded in part by taxpayers, just like education, health care, etc.  The private broadcasters are in the business of making a profit, legitimate and necessary, but different in kind from the CBC.

He is wrong when he refers to the CBC’s pursuit of its “national unity” mandate.  That was removed from the CBC nearly a quarter of a century ago.  It was replaced by a new mandate to “contribute to shared national consciousness and identity.”  The difference is not trivial.

He is wrong when he uses only CBC English TV to make his arguments. One cannot have a valid debate about the CBC by  excluding radio, French language services, programs for the Northern aboriginal communities, just to name a few.

He is right to point out that all broadcasters will have to change in light of the new technologies that are now available for the dissemination of content. This reality was recognized almost a quarter of century ago, when Parliament decided that the CBC should make its services “available throughout Canada by the most appropriate and efficient means and as resources become available for the purpose.”  The CBC, along with other media entities are experimenting with different delivery models that integrate print, audio and video in new ways, with a healthy dose of inter-activity to reflect the preferences of contemporary audiences.   

