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The Province of Ontario certainly has a serious debt problem, but it's not nearly as bad, compared to California, as the Fraser Institute study would have us believe. 

   In fact, its conclusion that every Ontario resident owes C$20,000 in government debt compared to $3,844 US for every California resident is highly misleading. 


   First of all, there are significant jurisdictional differences between American states and Canadian provinces, making valid comparisons between them much more difficult than the Fraser Institute appears to realize.


   More telling is the omission from the Fraser Institute study of the federal debt. California residents, just like Ontario residents, are saddled not only with their state/province debt, but also with their share of their country's federal debt.


   The US federal debt is a staggering $17 trillion, while the Canadian federal debt is a whopping $600 Billion. 

   Both are too high, but on a per capita basis, Americans' share of  their federal debt works out to about  $54,000 compared to $17,000 for Canadians.  

   If you combine state and federal per capita debt, it works out to about $58,000 for California. Combining provincial and federal per capita debt, yields about $37,000 for Ontario.
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