2015 JULY 27 – ON THE CBC RETHINKING ITS PURPOSE

GLOBE AND MAIL

Konrad Yakabuski exhorts the CBC to “rethink its purpose,” reproaching it for “resisting calls to refine its outdated and overly broad mandate.” He mentions an article in which I called a 2015 Senate Report “A Blueprint for Marginalizing the CBC,” but offers no rebuttal of any of my arguments.
He apparently believes, along with the Senate Committee, that the CBC sets its purpose or mandate. That is not so. Only Parliament can decide whether to maintain or modify the CBC’s mandate.
He takes issue with the characterization of the Senate Committee’s report as “a blatant attempt to justify further budget cuts at the CBC by a government that is hostile to it.”  On the evidence, this is precisely what has been happening. It represents a radical departure from Parliament’s Canadian Heritage Committee’s 2008 report “Defining Distinctiveness in the Changing Media Landscape,” when it confirmed, unanimously, the CBC's role as an institution at the centre of cultural, political, social and economic life in Canada.
Since then, the CBC’s mandate has not changed. Instead, the CBC is being marginalized by stealth. Parliament has been dithering while the CBC has been withering. Such an abdication of responsibility should concern all Canadians, including Mr. Yakabuski.
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