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Governments of all political parties have long recognized the value of Canadian content in news and entertainment as a nation building tool.  Market forces alone have never been able to meet this challenge. There is no level playing field when one takes into account our vast geography and overwhelming influence of the American media colossus. 
The Internet has disrupted traditional models for the creation and delivery of all content. New challenges and opportunities have emerged, but the above mentioned reality hasn`t changed. If anything, it has exacerbated the problem.
A universally accessible, advertising free public broadcaster is essential to the content creation and delivery system required to foster our Canadian identity.  This doesn`t preclude supplementary subscription services, as long as they do not detract from essential and universally available programming. 
While there is room for debate about taxes on Netflix or other video streaming services, these should be decoupled from any discussion of CBC funding, which should come from the government`s general revenues, just like education and health care. 
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