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I would have expected better from Andrew Cohen than his most recent column in which he uses the term “saints” in an obviously sarcastic tone to describe former ministers Wilson-Raybould and Jane Philpott. He also feels compelled to tell us that Wilson-Raybould was a mediocre justice minister who speaks little French and had troubles with her staff, and Philpott isn`t terribly charismatic. As if any of this has anything to do with the SNC-Lavalin fiasco. It all comes across as a feeble attempt to shift the public’s attention from where it belongs to what he perceives to be the shortcomings of two widely respected women who have served Canada with distinction.
Cohen goes on to offer several suggestions for the prime minister. Most of them are common sense and one suspects may already be under consideration. One, however, puzzles me. It’s about the prime minister only meeting the media when he has something useful to say. Is Cohen implying that the prime minister has sometimes met the media without anything useful to say? Or that he should limit his media exposure to occasions when it is useful to him?
I have an alternative suggestion that could be far more useful to the prime minister. It would be something along these lines. “The government was concerned about potential job losses. To minimize the risk, we pressured Minister Wilson-Raybould to use her powers in a way that we believed was appropriate. I now realize that we were wrong. A line was crossed that shouldn`t have been crossed. As prime minister, I take full responsibility and undertake to ensure that this does not happen again.” 
That`s all it would take to turn the page. Then Andrew Cohen could write a column about Saint Justin.
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