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Andrew Coyne raises an issue that is far more consequential than what businesses the government ought to subsidize, if any.
That`s because the press, print or electronic, is an essential pillar of democracy. It can act as a bulwark against authoritarianism or abuse of power. But only if it is truly independent. The questions he raises are valid and must be addressed before any plan is implemented.
There are many ways in which the independence of the press can be compromised. Dependence on government subsidies, commercial advertising and sponsorships are the most obvious. One way to mitigate this type of risk is to have a diversity of sources.
There may be merit in the government`s plan to assist for-profit news organizations in making the transition to internet-based platforms. Just like there is in facilitating the transition from internal combustion engine vehicles to electric ones.
What is needed is a robust debate on how such assistance to news organizations can be provided without jeopardizing the core value of a free and independent press. That calls for a careful and thorough scrutiny of what the government proposes.
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