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Gar Pardy's opinion article on paying the ransom demanded by the Chinese government for the release of Canadian hostages Michael Kovrig and Michael Spavor offers an incomplete analysis of the problem. Furthermore, his gratuitous characterizations of the Canadian government's policy as "contrived" and its adherence to the rule of law principle as "blind" are highly questionable.
Mr. Pardy tells us that the payment of ransoms has been a constant in human interactions throughout history. No doubt it has. But if he's going to use history as justification for his proposed solution, he should also acknowledge the extent to which such past complicity has contributed to the atrocity being perpetrated against our two Michaels. And how it might enable the same fate to strike other Canadians in China or elsewhere in the future.
Appeasement is appealing in the short term, at the expense of larger problems in the future. Efforts to enlist other nations as allies in the struggle to release our China held hostages have not been exhausted. A new administration in Washington could be more effective than the current one, for example. This is not guaranteed, of course. But caving to China? That is a certain guarantee that it will continue to use hostage diplomacy to advance its interests.
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