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The rights and freedoms guaranteed by the Charter of Rights and Freedoms are subject to reasonable limits prescribed by law, as can be demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society. In other words, none of these rights should be seen as absolute.
The courts decide whether a particular law violates rights that the Charter guarantees. This is hardly a science. In effect, judges legislate through their interpretations of the Charter. While I do not like the notwithstanding clause either, I don’t see how it can be removed without addressing the fundamental issue of whether appointed judges should be deciding on laws in a democracy.
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