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In her analysis of the role of profits in the long-term care system, Brigitte Pellerin advocates banning the distribution of profits to shareholders. Shareholders, in the commonly understood use of the term, are people who invest and place at risk their capital, with the expectation of a return. If you ban the distribution of profits, there won't be any shareholders left. That is expropriation, with substantial legal and financial consequences.
The column also states that for-profit long-term care homes have had worse COVID-19 outcomes than not-for-profit homes. That is correlation, which is not sufficient to establish a cause-effect relationship. Only a comprehensive analysis of all relevant factors can shed light on the reasons for the different outcomes.
The problem of long-term care is a long-standing one. Advocating simplistic measures, driven more by ideology than evidence, is not going to solve it. More resources, both public and private, and better enforcement of regulations are some of the things that should be considered.
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